2013 Christmas Letter from Paul & Victoria Rosales (and Holly & Sheena)


It's that time again to get our friends and family caught up on how the year 2013 went for the Rosales family so settle back with your holiday choice of drink while we review the year and bring you up to date.  

January started off with a New Year’s Day flight to Lake Havasu, AZ.  We do this every year (when home) and meet up with other Fliers for brunch/lunch.  A few days later, we had a small dog gnaw/scratch our front door on a very cold and windy night.  We took her in and were very glad that we found the owner a couple of days later.  PLEASE have your dogs ‘micro-chipped’ (or at a minimum dog-tagged) if you want them returned quickly (  An airshow at Cable Airport rounded out the month.

February started off with a flight to Long Beach to visit a “Princess Diana” display at the Queen Mary.  The ship hosts different events there and were showing “Lady Di” items from England that included pictures, dresses, letters, personal items and such.  One of us is a big Lady Di fan, and this trip made her very happy!  The next day we had our annual “Soup Night” in the hangar.  Lots of crock-pot soups to choose from along with a short aviation-themed movie (we only have space heaters in the hangar).
March had us flying to Las Vegas to see Bill Cosby; He STILL does a great show!  Our local 99's (women pilots) held a poker run which we love to fly.  We fly to five local area airports and make it back to Fox Airfield for a great BBQ lunch.  This makes the usual bad poker hand we pick hurt less.  Easter fell in March this year and we hosted our Easter potluck.  It's a hard holiday for a lot of folks on the Skypark to get away to see family, and we enjoy any reason to have people over.

APRIL WAS 100% FLYING!   I'm not kidding… FOUR (4) WONDERFUL adventure filled weeks (70 hours, 10,000+ miles) of flying in the Caribbean Islands.  Paul loves to fly and SCUBA, and Victoria loves to be warm (hot is better) so travel in the Caribbean is a wonderful vacation.  You can read all about it at www.PaulRosales.com (click Caribbean 2013) because it would take pages to tell you everything.  We learned a lot about flying over LOTS of open water, flying island to island (e.g. clearing Customs & Immigration in/out of each island-country) and what it really means to relax and be on "Island Time".  This picture was taken moments after landing; the dogs were REALLY glad to see us!  Many thanks to house-sitter John Witteman for watching them!
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In May, we got to catch our breath and attend our friend Pascal Grosjean’s graduation from the Master’s College.  There was also a going away party for Pascal, Bea and the three boys since they were heading home to Germany the following week.  It was great that we could spend entire day and evening with them before they left America for Berlin.
June had Paul flying to Sacramento for the Golden West Airshow to fly formation.  The rest of the month had us getting the power boat ready for our yearly "Houseboat Trip" to Trinity Lake (in NorCAL).  We were there a week later than usual so we missed out on having the Woolston family join us (  We still had a good time with our longtime friends, the Vosburgh and Thompson families.  What can be more fun than spending the 4th of July on the water?
July was a "quiet" month with a movie night and some minor work on the airplane (tires/tubes/brakes).  Paul flew a lot of formation practice to stay current, AND he had fun doing it.  An 8 to 12 airplane formation is a normal practice here in SoCAL.
In August, Victoria read the entire collection of Harry Potter in 3 weeks…and then flew to Orlando for her annual Tupperware convention.  Before it began, she got to meet up with friends and go to Universal Studio's and fully-enjoy the Harry Potter Adventure Park!  Paul flew formation over our local fair and also flew a Missing Man formation for Astronaut Gordon Fullerton.

September had us hosting two more movie nights and a nice four day trip to the River.  We really love going there in September.

October was a busy AND fun month.  Our local City Park holds a "Bark at the Park", and of course we had to take our "kids" out to play.  Holly won the fastest dog in her size group at 19 miles per hour, and that wasn't even her favorite ball she chased down the dog run.  Next year, we plan to bring her favorite ball.  Sheena did very well in completing an agility course.  We held our last ‘movie night’ then packed our bags packed for Kansas City.  Paul got to fly in a 49-ship formation over the Chiefs vs. Raiders game in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month (with pink smoke).  Go to www.YouTube.com and use words 49 airplane formation to see the videos.  Victoria flew (commercial) to Denver to spend time with friends as a birthday present from Paul.

November had several formation flying events for Paul and lots of events for Victoria and her Tupperware business (www.tuppergal.com).  We again hosted our annual Thanksgiving Potluck, and Paul hung more pictures on the hangar wall. 
With December rushing by, plans are being made for the Christmas vacation to fly to Las Vegas and Lake Tahoe to visit friends.  We are also planning our flying trips for 2014 and 2015.  “Airports to land, people to visit, restaurants to eat at” is our motto.
We wish you all a healthy and safe (and very) Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Paul & Victoria

